CAVE INFORMATION SERTES NO./

ihat is that shiny gold and silver
stuff on the cave walls?

What do they look like?

When you're exploring caves you might see
some yellow or white deposits on the walls.
Water droplets often condense onto them
which makes them reflect the light. This
makes them shine and look like gold or silver.
They are sometimes referred to as Cave Silver
or Cave Gold (Herzog Velikonja et al. 2014). J

Where are they found?

These deposits are quite common and have
been found in caves, mines and lava tubes
around the world (Porca et al. 2012).

What are they?

Only a few studies have been conducted
on these deposits. The research so far has
shown them to be microbial communities
consisting of a collection of bacterial
strains and possibly fungi. Different
strains of bacteria account for the
different colours (Portillo et al. 2007).
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