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 British Cave Research Association

Cave Science Field Meeting
Sunday 7th March 2010
Gough’s Cave, Cheddar, Somerset
The British Cave Research Association is pleased to invite you to attend its 2010 Cave Science Field Meeting that will be held at Gough’s Cave, Cheddar Gorge, Somerset (www.cheddarcaves.co.uk). The meeting will follow the 21st BCRA Cave Science Symposium at the University of Bristol on Saturday 6 March and will be hosted by Bob Smart of Cheddar Caves and Gorge. Cheddar Gorge contains many karst caves of archaeological significance in Blackrock Limestone of Carboniferous age. Support will be provided in Gough’s Cave by speakers in the fields of archaeology, speleogenesis and radon studies.
The meeting will be in two parts. The Main Meeting will start with brief introductory talks over coffee at 10.00am in the Explorer’s Cafe, followed by visits to the Cheddar Man Museum of Prehistory. We shall then assemble at the mouth of Gough’s Cave for archaeological explanations by Andy Currant and tour the show cave, where Dr. Andy Farrant will discuss geology and speleogenesis and Professor John Gunn will discuss recent radon work. After a final Q and A session, participants can then lunch in the Explorer’s Cafe from 1.30–2.00pm, and may then wish to visit the gorge and other attractions. Outdoor clothing should be worn. Pre-registration for this main meeting is not essential, but prior notification to the meeting secretary, Dr. Trevor Faulkner by email to t.faulkner[at]bcra.org.uk or by phone at 01625 531558 would be appreciated. The charge will be £10 each, based on seeing two attractions. Alternatively, attendees may purchase a ticket to see eight attractions for £14, or £8 for children under 16, each part remaining valid for ten years. Children under five are free. Cars may be parked free-of-charge at various places ‘up’ the gorge from the cave. 
The Caving Meeting will consist of an Adventure Caving trip to the ‘wild’ part of Gough’s Cave in the afternoon. This will be for experienced adult cavers only, who must pre-register by email to the meeting secretary by Friday 19 February 2010. A maximum number of 20 will be accepted, who will participate in a full 2-hour caving trip, including the life-lined descent of a 12m fixed steel ladder. The geology and speleogenesis observed on this trip will be explained by Dr. Andy Farrant. The charge for this event will be £14 each. More information will be provided by email to those who pre-register. 
It will greatly help the cafe manager and ensure a single group sitting if all lunches could be ordered in advance via the meeting secretary by Friday 19 February. The meals cost £8.75 and come with a choice of: mash potato, mushy peas and gravy, or chips and salad. Please choose from:
Moo Pie – free range beef and ale

Chicken of Aragon – chicken, smoky bacon and garlic

Heidi Pie (vegetarian) – goat’s cheese, spinach and red onion

Suggested reading for Gough’s Cave and Cheddar Gorge is provided overleaf, and more information, including travel directions, is available at: www.cheddarcaves.co.uk. This will be the fourth cave science field meeting after their recent re-launch, and we hope you will come and enjoy this one so that similar activities can be staged in the future.
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